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Act, 1911.1 The Speaker is appointed at the beginning of each Par-
liament. The party with a majority in the House selects a candidate
for the Speakership. Such selection is usually made after consulta-
tion with the other parties, in order that the selection may be the
unanimous choice of the House. It is customary for the previous
holder of the office to be re-elected, if he is again willing to serve.
The Speaker's seat was until recently2 not contested at an election.
The result of this convention coupled with the nature of the duties
of the office is to deprive the Speaker's constituency of active repre-
sentation in the House. If a Speaker dies in office, all business comes
to an end until a successor is appointed.
When the House of Commons is in committee, the chair is taken Chairman
by the Chairman or Deputy-Chairman of Ways and Means, or by of }^ys
one of a Chairmen's panel of not less than ten members nominated an     eans"
by the Speaker for the purpose of providing Chairmen of Standing
Committees.8 These officers preside when a Bill is taken in com-
mittee by the whole House,8 or when the House sits as a Committee
of Supply or of Ways and Means.4 The Chairman or Deputy-Chair-
man of Ways and Means presides over the House in the absence
of the Speaker. Unlike membership of the Chairmen's panel, the
Chairmanship and Deputy-Chairmanship of Ways and Means are
party appointments. New appointments are made with every change
, of Government, By custom the holders of these two offices do not
take an active part in debates in the House itself.
The chief permanent officer of the House of Lords is the Cfako£ Permanent
the Pariiaments appointed by the Crown and removable only bylffer SpjP of
Crown on a3ciress from the House of Lords. The Gentleman Usher of^ords C
of the Black Rod enforces the orders of the House, and the Sergeant-
at-Arms attends on the Lord Chancellor. Under the Clerk of the
Parliaments are a Clerk Assistant and Reading Clerk appointed by
the Lord Chancellor and removable only by an address from the
.House.   .
The Clerk of the House of Commons or Under-Clerk of the Par- Permanent
liaments is appointed by the Crown; two Clerk Assistants are ap- 9®urs of f
pointed by the Crown on the nomination of the Speaker. These commons.0
officers are removable only by an address from the House. The
Sergeant-at-Arms appointed by the Crown is responsible for attend-
ing upon the Speaker and enforcing the orders of the House, includ-
ing warrants issued by the Speaker for commitment for contempt or
breach of privilege.
1 P. 103, pas/.
* It is doubtful whether this convention can still be regarded as in force.
8 P. 107, post.	4 Pp. 110 and 114, post.

